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1. MINUTES
· A discussion was held on the information that was gathered during a visit to Sam Kane Beef, Inc., Corpus Christi, TX on Nolan Ryan’s Guaranteed Tender Beef program.  Nolan Ryan is no longer using the Beef Cam to determine its tenderness rating.  It is using near-infrared reflectance spectroscopy to obtain a tenderness rating based on rib-eye color.  Maggie Mills will conduct some additional research on the company which has developed the camera in use at the Sam Kane facility.  A standard for color may need to be developed next to deal with the correlations between the shear force tests and color in determining tenderness.  The current standard under development only addresses the shear force test process.
· The team discussed the SOP RO-7 that is nearing completion.  It seems to have addressed most of the issues.  
· Discussion was held on the standard being developed by the F10-20 committee on RFID technology in animal identification.  Most of the issues aren’t directly related to P&SP.  However, the committees in which members of this team are Sub-committee Chairman will have future work on those specific sub-committees that will need to be addressed.  Maggie Mills is Chair of the F10-30, User Requirement, Committee and Bryice Wilke is the Chair of the F10-40, Predictive Accuracy Committee.
· The tenderness standard being developed by ASTM was discussed.  In the ASTM meeting this morning, several comments were discussed.  It was clarified that the claims of “Certified Tender” and “Certified Very Tender” will be USDA grades if the terms are used in a program that is certified by USDA.  The standard can be used by any entity that wishes to develop a tenderness marketing program that is self-certified as well.  Currently, tenderness programs in place are primarily USDA certified and would be considered as a USDA grade.  There was discussion during the ASTM meeting that F10-40, Predictive Accuracy, may have some issues in the tenderness program that could fall under their scope.  
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