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United States
Department of
Agriculture
	
Grain Inspection, 
Packers and Stockyards Administration
	
Stop 3646
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC  20250-3646




CERTIFIED MAIL – RETURN RECEIPT 
REQUESTED  - NO. 

(Complainant’s or Representative’s Name)
(Complainant’s or Representative’s Address)
(Complainant’s or Representative’s City, State Zip Code)


CERTIFIED MAIL – RETURN RECEIPT 
REQUESTED  - NO. 

(Respondent’s or Representative’s Name)
(Respondent’s or Representative’s Address)
(Respondent’s or Representative’s City, State Zip Code)

Gentlemen (Or Lady and Gentlemen): 

This is a reparation proceeding under section 309 of the Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, as amended and supplemented (7 U.S.C. § 181 et seq.), and the Rules of Practice Governing Proceedings Under the Packers and Stockyards Act Reparation Proceedings (Rules of Practice) (9 CFR § 202.101 et seq.).  The amount of this reparation claim is (Amount of Reparation Claim).  In cases where the amount claimed is less than $10,000, Section 202.111(b)(3) of the Rules of Practice (9 CFR § 202.111(b)(3)) provides that the hearing in such cases will be written unless the “presiding officer determines, upon written request by any party thereto, that an oral hearing is necessary to establish the facts and circumstances giving rise to the controversy.”  

Neither party has filed a request for an oral hearing.  

On behalf of the Presiding Office in this matter, I have reviewed the reparation complaint, respondent’s answer, and the investigation report.  I have concluded that an oral hearing is not necessary.  I have considered the following factors in reviewing the file: (1) the amount in controversy; (2) the fees and expenses which will be incurred by the parties which have, at times in oral proceedings, exceeded the amount of the reparation award; (3) the cost to the government of holding a hearing; (4) the ease of presentation of the issue raised by the pleadings; and (5) the evidence in the file which is already part of the record.  Accordingly, the parties have twenty days from receipt of this letter to object to the handling of this complaint by written procedures.  Objections should specifically state why an oral hearing is considered necessary in this case.  Any objection filed will be reviewed and each party will be informed of the decision of the Presiding Officer regarding whether this hearing will proceed under written procedures or oral procedures.  
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All correspondence in this case MUST be addressed to the Hearing Clerk, United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250.  Reference must be made in all correspondence to P & S Docket No. (Docket #).  The Department will not be responsible for mail not addressed in conformity with this paragraph.  If you have any procedural questions, I can be reached at (202)720-7363.  

Sincerely,



S. Brett Offutt
Director
Policy and Litigation Division

Cc:	Regional Office
	Office of the Hearing Clerk
	Office of the General Counsel
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